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  During the week of January 

11th I will be back in school 

for the week at Trinity School 

for Ministry in Ambridge, PA, 

immersed in a course on 

missions. Since I have never 

taken a course on missions, 

I have actually been im-

mersed in study on this sub-

ject for the past 2 months. 

Stories abound of those who 

have heard Godôs call to 

ñGOò and have left every-

thing and everyone familiar 

to go, sometimes to a people 

or place in need in the US 

but more often to faraway 

places. Do you know of any-

one who has answered this 

kind of radical call, not only 

for a couple weeks on short 

term mission, but for years? I 

have been humbled, reading 

their stories, seeing their 

trust in God for their safety 

and provision, and examin-

ing my own heart ï would I 

ever say ñyesò to such a 

call? While I am a ñsenderò, 

supporting two missionaries 

with prayer and a small 

monthly contribution, it would 

take an undeniable personal-

ly addressed invitation to 

go out in mission for me to 

be the one who is sent! I 

have learned to never to 

never! 

  The good news is we are 

all sent ï every time we 

walk out of the place where 

we worship, we are 

ñdismissedò, sent out with 

these (or similar) words: 

ñGo in peace to love and 

serve the Lord!ò We go out 

in mission every day: to 

school, work, the gym, to 

family members, neigh-

bors, friends, coffee shops, 

the grocery store, and a 

thousand other places, to 

people who need to hear 

the Good News of Jesus 

from you and to see the 

Good News of Jesus in 

your actions and words. 

And there will be 

some of us who 

hear a call to par-

ticipate in mis-

sions, perhaps in 

short term commit-

ments or in a more 

sustained way. 

Perhaps your mis-

sion is to welcome 

the stranger in our 

midst, those from 

other countries 

who settle here. 

Perhaps you are 

called to pray specifically 

for those who are sent out 

in mission.  

  Here are some missionar-

ies who have ties to this 

parish. 

   Join with Jack and Mary 

(Ashby) McDonald 

(pictured at right)  and pray 

for missionary kids taking 

finals, making it in the em-

ployment world or home, 

that they will walk closely 

and seek their calling in 

Jesus. Pray for Dr. Mary 

McDonald's training for 

students interested in mis-

sions to live and work on 

her farm for a week of vil-

lage agricultural/missions 

training this summer.  Pray 
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Continued on next page  

Vestry Notes: Annual Ministry Review 

Summary of the December Vestry 

Meeting: 

  The primary focus of the December 

Vestry Meeting was an ñAnnual Min-

istry Reviewò facilitated by Lynn Ellen 

Queen.  You may recall that Lynn 

Ellen facilitated our strategic planning 

sessions.  She opened the meeting 

with a simple question: ñDescribe 

how you feel about St. Lukeôs in one 

word?ò  Going around the room, the 

words included the following (in al-

phabetical order): blessed, chal-

lenged, elated, encouraged, ener-

gized and hopeful with some duplica-

tion.  

  Each commission chair prepared a 

report using a common format that 

defined that commissionôs goals and 

achievements for 2015 as well as 

their proposed goals for 2016.  Each 

report was presented and discussed.  

An overview the reports is below and 

on the following page. 

ing to take over the weekly up-

date of the Parish Website. 

2. Get more parishioners involved 

in taking/submitting pictures of 

activities at St. Lukeôs. 

3. Investigate new technology for 

communicating within the Parish 

family and the community at 

large. 

 

Education-Major accomplishments 

included:  

1. Increased adult learning opportu-

nities. 

2. Worked to increase attendance 

in learning opportunities (both 

adult and youth). 

3. Planned and raised funds for J2A 

Pilgrimage. 

4. Recruited new Catechists, J2A 

Leaders and Adult Forum Lead-

ers 

For 2016: 

1. Plan for Confirmation 

2. Provide teacher training and con-

nections to state or national level 

organizations. 

3. Continue to recruit new teachers 

and to develop additional learn-

ing opportunities for adults. 

and approach, and introduced the 

concepts to the church. 

For 2016: 

1. Expand team beyond Vestry 

members.  

2. Incorporate Charity with Dignity 

principals within existing pro-

grams (Senior Luncheon, Christ-

mas gift giving). 

3. Begin planning for 2016 Ministry 

Opportunity Fair . 

 

Fellowship-Major accomplishments 

included:  

1. Documented existing Fellowship 

committees, groups, and respon-

sible individuals. 

For 2016: 

1. Improve communication of Fel-

lowship events: create 

óRefrigerator Cardô  of events for 

2016 ï postcard to be mailed to 

Parish and create Parish Events 

column for newsletter. 

 

Communication-Major accomplish-

ments included:  

1. Updated Parish Website. 

For 2016 

1. Locate a parishioner who is will-

Administration and Finance -Major 

accomplishments included: 

1. Implementing a new administra-

tive software system,  ACS 

Realm, for membership and On 

Demand for accounting; 

2. Studied St. Lukeôs Endowment 

Funds and evaluating/revising 

current procedures 

3. Developed consensus to reduce 

our Rectorôs administrative duties 

to enable her to focus on pastoral 

care and worship. 

For 2016: 

1. Continue implementation/

increase utilization of ACS Realm 

2. Fund and hire a part ïtime admin-

istrative assistant  

3. Develop a financial procedures 

handbook. 

 

Outreach-Major accomplishments 

included:  

1. Provided additional focus to the 

churchôs outreach efforts by cre-

ating an outreach team. 

2. Gained an understanding of Bob 

Luptonôs Toxic Charity philosophy 

  The mutual ministry review and the 

written reports provided our new Ves-

try members, Dolores Gennari, Barry 

Johnson and Rich Wolkiewicz, an 

opportunity to learn detailed infor-

mation about our ministries and 

helped ensure a smooth transition.  

This was the last meeting  for those 

ending their three-year terms: Cindy 

Coleman, Peter Boone and John 

Rick.  We are grateful for their dedi-

cated service! 
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Annual Ministry Review (continued from page 2) 

Finance Repor t for November 2015 
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4. Reach out to local community 

with educational opportunities. 

 

Welcome to St. Lukeôs-Major ac-

complishments included:  

1. Added members to the committee 

2. Created articles about new mem-

bers for the newsletter  

3. Developed newsletter article 

questionnaire. 

For 2016 

1. Investigate on grounds directional 

signage and  update directional 

highway signage. 

2. Create a Welcome ñto doò list for 

ushers. 

3. Link formal welcome for new 

members to existing fall and 

spring events. 

 

Buildings and Grounds-Major ac-

complishments included:  

1. Replaced upstairs and down-

stairs HVAC units in the parish 

house. 

2. Painted inside and front of the 

church. 

3. Removed ñjungleò of poison ivy 

on the rear grounds. 

4. Coordinated new driveway with 

widening of Three Bridge Road. 

5. Made critical roof repairs to 

church. 

6. Performed safety audit of play-

ground and implemented recom-

mendations. 

For 2016 

1. Perform preventative maintenance 

on church roof. 

2. Repair parish house flooring in 

basement and other areas as 

needed. 

Finance Report Notes: 

¶ The YTD revenue does not reflect the transfer of the VDOT funds from a restricted account. 

¶ The transfer of approximately $10k will be posted in December which will help offset the expense overrun.   

Thanks to all who have submitted 
their Commitment Cards to support 
our parish for  2016.  We know that 
this is a busy time of the year, but 
please submit your Commitment 
Cards as soon as possible if you 
have not already done so.  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

  нлмл нлмм нлмн нлмо нлмп нлмр нлмс 
# of Pledges 78 69 71 68 60 80 52 

Total Pledged $174,510 $152,400 $150,050 $156,995 $150,290 $182,790 $143,520 

Actual Pledges $163,327 $137,679 $143,461 $146,145 $164,087 $154,045 TBD 

Pledge Repor t (as of Dec. 28) 

Note:  Actual Pledge totals for 2015 are  incomplete. 
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Thank You for Your Generosity and Assistance During Advent  

 

A big THANK YOU to all who 

helped make the Advent and Christ-

mas  season a holy and special 

season for St. Lukeôs and our com-

munity. 

Thank you to our organist/choir director, Margaret Storti, and the Sea-

sonal Adult Choir, and to Cathy Ogle and the St. Lukeôs Singers for their 

wonderful music. 

Thank you to all who bought 

and wrapped gifts for our Angel 

Tree, our youth who help sort 

the gifts for delivery, the volun-

teers who delivered the gifts to 

the families, and to Connie 

Harriss for leading this project. 

Thank you to  those 

who brought stuffed 

animals for inmates at 

Deep Meadow Correc-

tional Facility to give to 

their children 

Thank you to our Knitting Guild volunteers for their help with our din-

ner after the Christmas pageant. 
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The Best Christmas Pageant Ever! 

Thank you to our children for  taking 

us again to manger to tell us about 

the joyous birth of Christ our Savior. A 

special thanks to Katie Wojcicki for 

directing the pageant, and to all the  

who helped with costumes and super-

vising and encouraging our cast. 


