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Commentary on the Scriptures
The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost, Year A
First Reading
Exodus 14:19-31
In our first lesson we are shown how God delivered the Israelites from Pharaoh’s
pursuing army through a series of dramatic wonders and events. It is impossible to
determine the degree to which ancient storytelling has embellished the account of the
escaping Hebrew tribes, but it is certain that the success of the escape is attributed to divine
intervention. Through God’s evident intercession for the oppressed Israelites, the people
come to fear and believe in the Lord and in the leadership of Moses, God’s chosen prophet.
Psalm
Psalm 114
A song of praise to the Lord, who has brought the people from Egypt, through the wilderness,
and across the Jordan to the promised land.
Gospel
Matthew 18:21-35
In the gospel lesson Jesus bids his disciples to offer a forgiveness which is, for all practical
purposes, unlimited, and he tells a parable about a man who, although forgiven much,
still himself had no mercy. Jesus has extended to all manner of people God’s amazingly
generous offer of acceptance into the kingdom. Those who have been so forgiven must show
mercy to others. Their own forgiveness may otherwise be revoked.

From Introducing the Lessons of the Church Year (3rd Edition) by Frederick Borsch with George Woodward. Harrisburg:
Morehouse Publishing, 2009.

The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 13, 2020
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist II
The Word of God
Prelude
Opening Acclamation
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The people standing, the Celebrant says
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.
Amen.
Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
The Celebrant says to the people
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
People
Celebrant Let us pray.
The Celebrant says the Collect.
Collect of the Day
O God, because without you we are not able to please you, mercifully grant that your Holy
Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
People Amen.
The Lessons
First Reading
Exodus 14:19-31
The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind them;
and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind them. It came
between the army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the
darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come near the other all night.

Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The LORD drove the sea back by a strong
east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. The
Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right
and on their left. The Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s
horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. At the morning watch the LORD in the pillar of fire and
cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army into panic. He
clogged their chariot wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, “Let us
flee from the Israelites, for the LORD is fighting for them against Egypt.”
Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may
come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers.” So Moses stretched
out his hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians
fled before it, the LORD tossed the Egyptians into the sea. The waters returned and covered
the chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into
the sea; not one of them remained. But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea,
the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left.
Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead
on the seashore. Israel saw the great work that the LORD did against the Egyptians. So the
people feared the LORD and believed in the LORD and in his servant Moses.
Psalm 114
1 Hallelujah!
When Israel came out of Egypt, *
the house of Jacob from a people of strange speech,
2 Judah became God's sanctuary *
and Israel his dominion.
3 The sea beheld it and fled; *
Jordan turned and went back.
4 The mountains skipped like rams, *
and the little hills like young sheep.
5 What ailed you, O sea, that you fled? *
O Jordan, that you turned back?
6 You mountains, that you skipped like rams? *
you little hills like young sheep?
7 Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord, *
at the presence of the God of Jacob,
8 Who turned the hard rock into a pool of water *
and flint-stone into a flowing spring.

The Holy Gospel
Matthew 18:21-35
Peter came and said to Jesus, “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how
often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I
tell you, seventy-seven times.
“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle
accounts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand
talents was brought to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold,
together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. So the
slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you
everything.’ And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the
debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him
a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ Then his
fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’
But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. When
his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and
reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said to
him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you
not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his lord
handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. So my heavenly Father
will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”
Sermon
The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation

The Rev. Sarah A. Shirley
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he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
The Prayers of the People Form VI
The Leader and People pray responsively
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.
Silence
For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
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For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
For Michael our Presiding Bishop, and Susan our Bishop(s); and all bishops and other
ministers;
For all who serve God in his Church.
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.
Silence
The People may add their own petitions
Hear us, Lord;
For your mercy is great.
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.
Silence
The People may add their own thanksgivings
We will exalt you, O God our King;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.
We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.
Silence
The People may add their own petitions
Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
Who put their trust in you.
We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.
Silence may be kept.
Leader and People
Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; in your compassion forgive us our sins, known
and unknown, things done and left undone; and so uphold us by your Spirit that we may
live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your Name; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Absolution
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The Bishop, when present, or the Priest, stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal
life. Amen.
The Peace Please remain at your seats during the exchange of Peace.
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All stand. The Celebrant says to the people
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.
Announcements
The Holy Communion
The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer A

Vestry Person of the Day
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The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and sings or says
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, for by water and the Holy Spirit you have made us a
new people in Jesus Christ out Lord, to show forth your glory in all the world. Therefore we
praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
Celebrant and People
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
The people stand or kneel.
Then the Celebrant continues
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ,
your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to
reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a
perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or to lay a hand upon it; and
at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing
wine to be consecrated.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread;
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,
"Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me."
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
The Celebrant continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the
holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully

receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day
bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for
ever. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
The Lord’s Prayer
People and Celebrant
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
The Breaking of the Bread
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.
A period of silence is kept.
Then may be sung or said
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation
The Gifts of God for the People of God.
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The minister receives the Sacrament in both kinds, and then immediately delivers it in one kind to the
people.
The Bread is given to the communicants with these words
The Body of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in everlasting life.
or with these words
The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven.
Communion of the People
*Gluten free bread is available upon request.
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After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.
Celebrant and People
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son
our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body
and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love
and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Blessing
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The Dismissal
The People respond
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Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Songs are reprinted under the CCLI License #3128158; OneLicense.net, License #A-701561;
LicenSing # 624328

Preparing for Worship
To enhance our worship, the congregation is encouraged to read and study the
lectionary for the upcoming week:
The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost: September 20, 2020
First Lesson: Exodus 16:2-15; Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45;
Second Lesson: Philippians 1:21-30; Gospel: Matthew 20:1-16
In your prayers this week, please pray for:
Those who are serving our country at home and abroad:
Michelle Homer, Virginia Army
Shantae Gordon
National Guard, NCO
Edward Sutton, Captain, U.S.A.F.
Brian Ashford, Maj., U.S.M.C.
David L. Pouleris, Captain, U.S.M.C.
Everett Montgomery Eckloff, U.S.M.C.
Mitchell Lee Eckloff, U.S. Navy
Sam Gardner, U.S.C.G.
Adam Gideons, Staff Sgt., U.S. Army
Christopher Gideons, Col, U.S.M.C.
Max Schoolmaster, Seaman, U.S. Navy
Brent McClellan, Captain
Adam Foster, U.S.M.C.
Ethan Wagner
Bob Meffao, Captain, U.S. Army Reserve
Walt Raymond, Airman
Steven G. Vladiff, Sgt.
Andrew Schlosberg, U.S.M.C.
Alex Zelinka, U. S. Army
Meredith Hodges, U.S. Army
Harrison Murn, Army Rangers
B. Coleman Dolfi, US Coast Guard
Alexander Conrad Spitz, US Merchant Marine

Please also pray for those with other needs:
Maureen Bratton, Dorothy Bruno, Frank Carter (friend of Sally Ford), Michael Clipson (father of
Shelly Shock), Christine Colvin (mother of Sheila Bailey), Jim Doyle, Susan Eichman (friend of
Don Morris), Jimmy Estes (great uncle of Ashby Smith), Keith Evans (son of Joyce Evans), Rachel
Ford (daughter-in-law of Sally and Bob Ford), Howard Foster (son-in-law of Gladys Suggs), Tina
Foster (friend of Billy and Gwen Boykin and Steve and Angela McMichen), Leslie Geiberger
(relative of Sally and Bob Ford), Libby Gregg (friend of Mimi Ziletti), Bob Grim (brother in law of
Pat Bohdan), Linda Haynes (sister of Thom Estes), John Spencer Hedger (uncle of Don Morris),
David Hicks (son of Barbara Watson), Robin Johnson, the family of Amanda Jones, Donna Marie
Joy (Beaufont Towers), Pamela Dawn Kelly, Phyllis Lester (friend of Rick and Pam Cole), Cameron
Lindfors (friend of Mimi Ziletti), Alexis Livingston (family friend of Matthew and Tammy Rogers
and family friend of Andrew Gayle), Pat and Bill Lucas, Eston Mann (grandson of Cathy and Randy
Ogle), Pauline Mitchell, Steve Moore, Joanne Moss (friend of Jo Anne Stephenson), Linda Quinn
(sister of Dolores Gennari), Barbara Rogers (friend of Mimi Ziletti), Rose (senior lunch friend),
Latane and Laura Frank Sale (Cousins of the Rogers family), Rachel Sleichter (friend of Gwen and
Billy Boykin), Jim Starr (uncle of Steve Larrick), James Tinsley, Jim Tucker, Hugh Urban (friend of

Marianne Raymond), Tori Watson (granddaughter of Barbara Watson), David and Carolyn Young,
Elizabeth Young (co-worker of Don Morris).

(Individuals will stay on the prayer list for four weeks and then be taken off, unless you notify
the office. If you know of someone you would like to add to the list, please call or email the
office.)
SAFE CHURCH TRAINING RETURNS! (ON ZOOM)
Due to COVID restrictions on-site/in-person safe church workshops have been
postponed. However, online training continues to be available. In addition, we are launching
Zoom based training options. After the initial Zoom training sessions are evaluated it is anticipated
that additional training dates will be scheduled. Not sure which Safe Church training you should
take? Call the office or check the Diocesan website!
Universal Training session dates via Zoom:
• Thursday, September 24, 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. You can register online through the Diocesan
news
• Saturday, October 3, 9:00 to 10:30 a.m. You can register online through the Diocesan
news
Specialized Training will be offered on Saturday, September 19 from 9 a.m. to 12 noon and Sunday,
September 20 from 1 to 4 p.m. Participants will be required to attend both sessions in order to
complete the training. Please note that Specialized training utilizes video segments to help
understand difficult topics; these videos can be especially challenging for individuals who were
themselves victimized. Therefore, before registering for this Zoom based training, please assess if a
trusted support system is available should you experience a strong reaction to the content.
Online training remains an option--If you wish to complete the training online, visit the Diocesan
website to register and request a login and password.

OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES
Backpacks of Love
BACKPACKS OF LOVE is underway again! This is a program that collects food to fill backpacks
for needy children each Friday so they have food for the weekend. St. Luke’s Church members have
generously contributed to this program for several years, and our help is still greatly needed,
especially during this very difficult time.
Please plan to donate any of the following food items in single serving sizes. They can be dropped
off at the back door of the Parish Hall.
Beanee Weenies
Mac and Cheese
Canned Spaghetti
Rice Krispy Treats
Small Bags of Goldfish

Vienna Sausages
Fruit Cups
Juice Boxes
Packs of Small Carrots
Applesauce Cups

Thank you, in advance, for your generosity in helping the school children of Powhatan and
surrounding areas. For more information, please call Susan and John Joseph 804-598-4099
Powhatan Food Pantry
During the school, business and community closings due to the current Coronavirus pandemic
donations to the Food Pantry are even more vital and needed than ever before. Current needs are:
Taco shells and seasonings, beets, spam and mayonnaise.
Food may be dropped off at the Food Pantry during open hours: Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday
from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM and Thursday evenings from 5:00 to 7:00 PM. Please note time
change. Alternately food can be dropped off outside the Parish Hall double doors from 9:00 AM
to 2:00 PM. Please place contributions in the small grocery cart outside the double doors in the
back of the parish house. Gwen Boykin will continue to pick up donations between 3:00 PM and
5:00 PM and deliver food to the pantry.
Please remember the recent increase in need for food within our community, pray, and
donate. Monetary donations are welcome, please send checks to:
The Powhatan Food Pantry
PO Box 57
Powhatan, VA 23139
Thank you for all the contributions to help keep Powhatan neighbors nourished.
Lions Club Collection
The Lions Club collects eyeglasses and hearing aids to redistribute to those in need. The collection
box is in the Parish Hall foyer.

WORSHIP, FELLOWSHIP, AND FORMATION OPPORTUNITIES
COMPLINE 8 PM Monday – Friday on Zoom
https://zoom.us/j/843607268?pwd=elhjTmNsdjZaQ1k2V0srUGVySUhGdz09
Meeting ID: 843 607 268 Passcode: 022938
This Zoom Compline may be joined by telephone --dial 301-715-8592 and follow the prompts to
enter meeting ID 843 607 268 and passcode 022938.
HOLY MOCS (Member of the Church Study) 7 AM Thursdays on Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82290011360?pwd=bjhzNmhPZjFHWUh2MDhKTCtFMUVKZz09
Meeting ID: 822 9001 1360 Passcode: 652162
This is a small group study of the lectionary Gospel text for this coming Sunday.
This Zoom study may be joined by telephone-- dial 301-715-8592 and follow the prompts to enter
the meeting ID 822 9001 1360 and passcode 652162.
9 AM SUNDAY MORNING PRAYER VIA CONFERENCE CALL
1-605-468-8005 access code 1069798#
10:30 AM SUNDAY WORSHIP LIVESTREAM
https://www.stlukespowhatan.org/

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
The following people are celebrating their birthdays this week: John Joseph (9/13), Jennifer Kramer
(9/14), Ella Thomas (9/15), Linda Ricker (9/18), and Rick Cole (9/19). If this is your birthday
week and your name is not listed, please call the church office so we can update our records. Thank
you.

Calendar for the week of September 13, 2020 to September 20, 2020
Sunday, September 13
9:00 AM
10:30 AM

The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Morning Prayer Rite II (Conference Call)
(1-605-468-8005 access code 1069798#)
Holy Eucharist Rite II (Lower level church parking lot and
Facebook Live link onwww.stlukespowhatan.org

Monday, September 14
8:00 PM

Compline (Zoom Meeting ID: 843 607 268 Passcode: 022938)

Tuesday, September 15
8:00 PM
8:00 PM

AA Meeting (Lower level church parking lot/green space)
Compline (Zoom Meeting ID: 843 607 268 Passcode: 022938)

Wednesday, September 16
8:00 PM

Compline (Zoom Meeting ID: 843 607 268 Passcode: 022938)

Thursday, September 17
7:00 AM
7:00 PM

Holy MOCS (Zoom Meeting ID: 822 9001 1360 Passcode:
652162)
Vestry Meeting (Zoom Meeting ID: 840 4398 9097 Passcode:
390773)

8:00 PM

Compline (Zoom Meeting ID: 843 607 268 Passcode: 022938)

Friday, September 18
8:00 PM

Compline (Zoom Meeting ID: 843 607 268 Passcode: 022938)

Sunday, September 20
9:00 AM
10:30 AM

The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Morning Prayer Rite II (Conference Call)
(1-605-468-8005 access code 1069798#)
Morning Prayer Rite II
Facebook Live link on www.stlukespowhatan.org

Worship Leaders
10:30 AM
Officiant
Director
Acolyte
Lector
Organist
Usher
Usher
Usher
Technician
Parking
Parking
PPE Station
PPE Station
PPE Station

The Rev. Sarah A. Shirley
Thom Estes
Brody Thomas
Mike Kelly
Margaret Storti
Gladys Suggs
Kakki Rogers
Susie Thomas
Teno Bratton
Billy Boykin
Stu Smith
Gwen Boykin
Gladys Suggs
Peggy Sincock

Altar Guild Team #4: Betty Estes, Shelly Shock, Dolores Gennari, Gladys Suggs, Nancy
Hakula
VPOD: Don Morris

2020 Vestry Members
Don Morris, Senior Warden ........................................................ 804-627-1441
Adam Wojcicki, Junior Warden ................................................. 804-598-0469
Jim Chapman, Adult Christian Formation ................................. 540-560-7505
Maureen Moslow-Benway, Membership...................................... 804-598-0959
Stu Smith, Outreach .................................................................... 804-971-1576
Gwendolyn Boykin, Register and Hospitality ............................. 804-366-8380
Mark Gennari, Finance Commission .......................................... 804-372-6758
Peggy Sincock, Youth Christian Formation ................................ 804-938-7718
Thom Estes, Pastoral .................................................................... 804-489-7993
2020 Delegates to Council
Steve Moore and Ben Bruno
Betty Estes, Alternate
Church Office Hours: Tuesday through Friday 9:00 AM-2:00 PM
For Pastoral Emergencies, please call or text The Rev. Sarah Shirley (702) 521-7220 or
call Thom Estes 804-489-7993

